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• PFAS are poly- and perfluoroalkyl substances 
• Man-made chemicals 1940/50 – Manhattan Project 
• Extremely persistent and toxic
• 12.000+ compounds
• > 200 applications

    Peeeeef what? PFAS!

🍳             Non stick cookware (Teflon)
🧗💦🏕      Waterproof clothing (eg. Gore-Tex)
🛋             Stain-proof textile treatments (Scotchgard) 
🍟🍿         Food packaging
🚜💦         Pesticides 
🧯             Fire-fighting foams                             etc.



   The worst pollution crisis humanity has ever faced

• Water
• Rain
• Soil
• Sediments
• Air
• Food
• Wildlife 🦦
• All humans



    Making visible the invisible | Part 1 the Environment



16 media
12 countries

    The Map of Forever Pollution (2023)
foreverpollution.eu/map



 “Based on this list, it is further assumed 
that the number of PFAS production sites 

in Europe is between 12 and 20 plants”.

   How it started (April 2022)



Define: PFAS production facility 

   How we got lost (July 2022)



     Methodology | “Expert-reviewed journalism” (XRJ)

Alissa Cordner (Whitman College, Walla Walla, USA) 
Phil Brown (Northeastern University, Boston, USA)

Ian Cousins (Stockholm University, Sweden)
Martin Scheringer (ETH Zürich, Switzerland)
Kimberly K. Garrett (Northeastern University, Boston, USA)
Derrick Salvatore (Massachusetts Department of Environmental 
Protection, USA)

Gretta Goldenman (Global PFAS Science Panel, Bruxelles)

Sociologists

Environmental scientists

Environmental lawyer



   XRJ | Adaptation of Salvatore 2022



   XRJ | understanding the data 😵



 EU limit value
 = 100 ng/l (20 PFAS)
 = 500 ng/l (sum PFAS)

 Hotspot according to Forever 
 Pollution Project’s Experts 
 = 100 ng/l

   XRJ | What is a PFAS hotspot?



   XRJ | PFAS concentrations display



    Journalism meets Academia (and vice versa)

    https://pdh.cnrs.fr



46 journalists
16 countries
29 medias
18 experts
11 cats
140 articles
14,000 PFAS documents 

Coordination

    Making visible the invisible | Part 2 Politics 
    Forever Lobbying Project (2025)



foreverpollution.eu/lobbying



Historical documents

AI analysis

   XRJ reloaded



   XRJ | The Cost

Raphaëlle Aubert Eurydice Bersi



   XRJ | The Cost



”

       

    XRJ | Stress-test of the lobbying arguments

Stéphane Horel Jose Miguel Calatayud
Freelancer

Daniel Värjö Sarah Pilz
Freelancer



 Most arguments are straight from 
 the corporate disinformation playbook

    XRJ | Stress-test of the lobbying arguments



   XRJ | The stress-test methodology

 Methodology to investigate lobbying live
 (and not post-mortem)
 > To be improved!



   XRJ | 14.000 documents
• Archives US EPA 
• 3M litigation
• Freedom of information requests

Industry Documents Library 
 
Toxic Docs 

https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/
https://www.toxicdocs.org/


   A XRJ: a subjective recipe  

 win
 for journalists

 - Methodology
 - Rigour
 - Quality
 - Credibility 

 win 
 for experts

 - Data
 - Impact
 - Scientific literacy in the public
 - Intellectual challenge



   Thank you! 


